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—LEARNING TRUST —

Achieving Success Together

Executive Headteacher Bulletin
Term 1, Academic Year 2025-26

October 2025

Dear Parents/Carers of SDLT,

Term 1 — Achieving Success Together

As we reach the end of Term 1, | want to take a moment to reflect on what has been a fantastic start
to the academic year across South Downs Learning Trust. It's been a term of new beginnings,
collaboration and shared success; a true reflection of our ethos, ‘Achieving Success Together’.

Welcome to Our New Families

Across both Ratton and Ocklynge schools, we have been delighted to welcome our new learners into
Year 7 at Ratton and Year 3 at Ocklynge. Transition is such an important part of school life, and it's
been wonderful to see how confidently our young people have settled into their new environments.
On the topic of transition and, looking ahead this month, a quick reminder that secondary school
applications close on 31st October (next week during half term) so, for our current year 6
families at Ocklynge applying for secondary school, if Ratton is your preferred choice then please
review the admission criteria carefully (available via the Ratton website www.ratton.co.uk).

For those applying for Year 3 places at Ocklynge, East Sussex online applications are now open,
with a closing date of 15 January 2026. Early applications are encouraged to secure first
preferences. We look forward to welcoming Year 2 families across our local feeder infant schools,
into school next month (details available via the Ocklynge website — www.ocklynge.co.uk)

Trust Focus for the Year Ahead

This year, our Trust focus continues to build on our core values: inclusion, collaboration, and
partnership. We want every learner, across every phase, to feel a strong sense of belonging and
purpose.

Our schools continue to work closely together, from shared teaching opportunities to joint enrichment
experiences. We are also excited to share that our new SDLT #Podcast will launch later this year,
exploring the theme of Inclusion and how we nurture it across our schools and communities.

Celebrating Our Partnerships

At the end of last year, we hosted our second annual Trust Networking and Awards Event,
welcoming over 100 delegates across our local professional and business partnerships. It was a
brilliant afternoon celebrating collaboration, showcasing how our community partners, sponsors and
professionals help us enhance opportunities for our learners and staff. Thank you to Mrs Peters,
Assistant Headteacher at Ratton for Careers, for her support and continued commitment to this key
area across the trust.
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Following the success of this event and connections made, we’ve recently welcomed new
#CommunityChampions and partners into our sponsorship programme, which continues to grow
and strengthen. Details and highlights will be shared on our SDLT website and school social media
platforms, early next term (South Downs Learning Trust website: www.sdlt.orq.uk).

Although this event is primarily for our professional networks, it's important for our parent and carer
community to know how these partnerships contribute to the life of our schools and, of course, how
they support opportunities for our young people. Again, #StayConnected to our school news and
social spaces, including the trust and school websites, for updates and to showcase how these
professional partnerships support our trust and school.

We’'ll also be refreshing our trust and respective school websites over the next two terms, with
updated images (new students and staff will feature, with previous images being taken down) and
new content - a reflection of our evolving story and growing community. Thank you, as ever, for your
continued support and for the positive feedback we have received regarding our communications and
online platforms, it is appreciated.

Ocklynge Junior School Highlights

Collaboration between Ocklynge and Ratton continues to thrive. Year 6 learners recently visited
Ratton’s science labs to take part in a heart dissection workshop, bringing classroom learning to life!
They (together with other local schools) also joined Ratton’s Sports Leaders for an afternoon of
sport and teamwork, demonstrating how our schools work hand in hand to inspire and develop young
learners.

This term, Maths Masterclasses have resumed, with a visiting Maths teacher from Ratton (Mr
Pitman) leading advanced sessions for top-set Year 6 pupils, preparing them for secondary-level
thinking and problem-solving.

The Year 6 seafront litter pick was another highlight this term, a great combination of geography,
citizenship and community service. Thank you to Environment First (Lewes and Eastbourne
Borough Council) for providing equipment and to our learners for their enthusiasm.

We’re also excited to welcome prospective families to our Year 3 Open Events in Term 2. Bookings
for information sessions and guided tours are open now via the Ocklynge school website. Please
book your spaces early to avoid disappointment.

Ocklynge has once again shown the power of community:

e Ocklynge Parliament has formed, with Anna R (6S) as Prime Minister and Muzammil M
(6N) as Deputy.

o Our Harvest Festival donations to the local Foodbank were incredibly generous, thank you to
all who contributed, and to our #CommunityChampion, Revd. David from St Elisabeths, for
attending and speaking at our whole school assembly.

e The Ocklynge PTA continues to support the school brilliantly through their hard work,
fundraising and event offerings, with discos already a hit and the — ever popular - annual
Fireworks Display on the horizon next month.
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e A special mention also to Miss Kelly, who has introduced the new Life Skills Curriculum to
year 5 and 6 children, helping our learners develop essential skills for life beyond the
classroom. This concept, created by Mr Reilly, helps support our core curriculum and is
offered as an additional enrichment to our young people. Watch this space for a new
#TeamOcklynge #Podcast that will explore this initiative in full (featuring our #PTA) next term!

Ocklynge hit local #Press (online, in print to follow during the first week of term). PRESS RELEASE
: ‘Autism in school’ pilot project article LINK HERE : Ocklynge Junior School: Championing
inclusion — autism project in Sussex!

Ratton School Highlights

Term 1 at Ratton has been vibrant, full of energy and a strong demonstration of our school values in
action.

Our Open Evening welcomed over 900 visitors, and feedback from families has been
overwhelmingly positive. Morning tours have also been well attended, giving parents a real feel for
the warmth and ambition of our school community. [Digital Prospectus and all about starting at
Ratton available here, for new & current families who may wish to access, link here: Starting at
Ratton & Tour | Ratton].

Success Evenings across year groups provided a great opportunity for parents to connect with staff
and understand how to support their children in the year ahead. Thank you to all families, and
students, for attending and to supporting staff for their commitment.

The Performing Arts Scholarship Programme has had a very positive start, with Year 8 learners
already demonstrating high levels of commitment, talent, and enthusiasm. The engagement shown in
these early weeks is extremely encouraging, and we look forward to seeing the programme develop
and flourish over the course of the year.

This initiative is an exciting addition that further strengthens Ratton’s reputation for excellence in the
Arts. It enhances our already distinctive and aspirational offer, reinforcing Ratton as a school of
choice for families seeking a creatively rich and high-quality learning experience.

We look forward to sharing updates as the programme progresses and to celebrating the
achievements of our Performing Arts Scholars. Watch this space, school news updates throughout
Term 2 and beyond via our socials, showcasing the scholarship and progression of our partaking
students. #StayConnected, keep updated by following our social spaces and media links.

Year 7 learners celebrated their transition with a Welcome Disco, recognising their excellent start to
secondary school life.

This term’s assemblies and events have focused on Oracy, Careers, and Black History Month —
with our BAME student group leading meaningful discussions and supporting the ‘Show Racism the
Red Card’ initiative. Well done to everyone involved.

Academic focus has also been strong:

e Year 10 mock exams have been conducted smoothly, with learners showing great maturity.
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e Year 11s have begun their GCSE revision with commitment and determination.

We are also incredibly proud of our co-curricular achievements:

o Patryk P (Year 11) represented Team GB at the European Youth Olympic Festival,
winning three medals and achieving No. 1 UK ranking in the 100m Backstroke.

o Lola (Year 10) is travelling to Malawi this half term to support a football academy and deliver
kit donations — an inspiring example of global citizenship. Thank you to our community for
your generous donations! WATCH THIS SPACE on our social spaces/school news for
updates in Term 2.

e Sonny T (Year 11) is currently representing Team GB in Tap Dance at the World
Championships in Prague — we wish him every success! WATCH THIS SPACE on our
social spaces/school news for updates in Term 2.

o Our Sports Leaders continue to run events for local primary schools, demonstrating
teamwork, leadership, and community spirit. Great work, well done to our partaking learns
and Mrs Upton, supporting teacher and organiser of the programme. WATCH THIS SPACE
on our social spaces/school news for updates in Term 2.

Finally, rehearsals for our whole-school production, ‘The Addams Family’, are in full swing! Tickets
are available via the Royal Hippodrome Theatre website (BOOKING LINK HERE: Ratton School:
The Addams Family School Edition - Royal Hippodrome Theatre), be sure to book early to avoid
disappointment - it promises to be an unforgettable show. Well done to the cast and crew, who
continue to work incredibly hard behind the scenes to bring this show to life ready for the big stage.
We look forward to seeing many of you during show week, thank you for your continued support.

Looking Ahead

As we head into Term 2, we continue to be guided by our mission of Achieving Success Together,
celebrating our learners, empowering our staff and strengthening our partnerships.

Thank you to all of our learners, families, carers, staff and community partners, for your continued
support. Together, we are building something truly special across South Downs Learning Trust.
Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half-term break.

With my very best wishes,

%M

Paul Murphy
Executive Headteacher
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