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Dear Parents/Carers of SDLT,  

 

Happy New Year! As we begin 2026, we want to take a moment to reflect on the fantastic 

achievements of Term 2 and share our excitement for the opportunities ahead. Your continued 

support plays a vital role in everything we do, and we are grateful to have such an engaged and 

positive Trust community. 

 

Celebrating Term 2 Highlights 

Last term showcased the incredible talent, resilience and commitment of our learners, supported by 

dedicated staff and families across Ratton and Ocklynge Schools. From performing arts to sports, 

community engagement and inclusive initiatives, there is so much to be proud of. 

 

Performing Arts at Ratton School – ‘The Addams Family – School Edition’ 

Rehearsals for our upcoming ‘The Addams Family’ production have been going brilliantly throughout 

last term, and anticipation is building across both schools. Our Performing Arts learners have shown 

creativity, confidence and teamwork in abundance.  As a school community, we are most excited to 

see their talents shine on the big stage later this month.    

With limited tickets still available, be sure to book yours asap to avoid disappointment.  Booking link 

at the end of this bulletin.  This promises to be an unforgettable performance; the countdown is on 

ready for show-week this month (21-23rd January)! [*Follow Ratton’s official school social pages on 

Facebook & Instagram for updates over the coming weeks and during show week. *Social Card 

previously sent with school news in December.] 

 

Ratton Sports Success 

• Ratton swimmer: Patryk P in #TeamYear 11, who came away with several medals (silver & 

bronze) after being selected to represent Team Great Britain at the EYOF in North Macedonia. 
He is now ranked Number 1 in the UK for the 100m Backstroke and 100m Butterfly in 

his age category. Well done Patryk - amazing! 

• Tap dancing: Sonny T in #TeamYear11, who is now officially a World Champion Tap Dancer!  

Congratulations on this monumental achievement, we are all very proud of you. 

 

• We want to also acknowledge Gabriella (Gabi) S in #TeamYear11, who continues her incredible 

football journey at premiership level, with exciting representations to follow. Watch this space!  

 



 

We are incredibly proud of these sporting successes and look forward to even more achievements in 

2026! 

 

Ratton’s House System & Rewards Programme  

Congratulations to #HolywellHouse for winning last term’s House competition; in fact, they have 

claimed the House Cup for the second time running! Learners enjoyed their reward, celebrating 

teamwork, positive behaviour and contributions to school life.  

 

Looking Ahead – Junior School Applications at Ocklynge Junior School  

Thank you to all families who attended last terms Open Events! Your engagement was fantastic, and 

we look forward to welcoming new Year 3 learners in September. 

[Reminder: The application deadline for junior school preference is set by ESCC for 15th January 

(next week!), if you haven’t done so already, do get your first preference choice submitted before the 

deadline]. 

 

Trust Community Achievements, Charity Initiatives & Awards 

Term 2 was filled with generosity and festive spirit, from joyful Christmas events, community hampers 

and fundraising initiatives. Learners also embraced several charity projects and, for Ocklynge, a new 

initiative to support their core learning, the ‘Life-Skills Curriculum’; which included a new #Podcast 

at the end of last term, sharing how this initiative supports personal development preparing them for 

life far beyond their current educational chapter.  [If you haven’t already, you can listen to the Podcast 

on the link here: https://ocklynge.co.uk/latest-news/ocklynge-podcasts/]. 

 

For #TeamRatton, I am delighted to share that Ratton School has achieved the Optimus Education 

Award for Excellence in Pupil Development. This recognition reflects the incredible work the team 

has been doing to support the holistic development of every learner. 

 

Neurodiversity & Autism Support 

Ocklynge continues to lead the way in inclusive education through the East Sussex Autism Project. 

We’re proud of the positive feedback received and look forward to the next phase, which includes a 

neurodiversity assembly in January and increased parent engagement. 

Watch our learner-created films, LINKS HERE: 

• All Age Autism Action Plan:  

• Ocklynge AiS Film:  

 

Thank You for Your Feedback 

A huge thank you to all parents and carers who completed surveys last term. Your insights help shape 

our priorities and ensure we continue to improve outcomes for every learner across the trust. 



 

Staff Appreciation 

We also want to recognise the dedication of our staff across our family of schools, both at Ratton and 

Ocklynge. Their commitment ensures our learners thrive academically, socially and personally. 

 

Book Your Tickets Today – ‘The Addams Family – School Edition’! 

Don’t miss Ratton’s spectacular production of ‘The Addams Family’ this month, showing at our local 

theatre and trust partner, The Royal Hippodrome, Eastbourne.   

This is a wonderful opportunity for current Ratton families, but also our Ocklynge community too; 

especially those learners who will be joining us in September 2026 as new Year 7 students. If your 

child is currently in Year 5 and you’re considering Ratton for secondary school applications later this 

year, this is the perfect chance to experience the creativity and community spirit that make Ratton 

special. 

Book your tickets now and join us for an unforgettable evening of talent.  Booking link available 

here: Ratton School: The Addams Family School Edition - Royal Hippodrome Theatre! 

 

Sponsorship Opportunity 

 

Are you a local professional, do you work for a local business that is looking to support a 

local school?  At Ratton we are looking for #PerformingArts sponsors and welcoming new partners 

of South Downs Learning Trust this year.  

Support the arts and invest in young local talent! Sponsor this year’s production and our performing 

arts learners - both current and future - by sponsoring our cast and crew. 

Your partnership can make a real difference for young people while showcasing your company to our 

vibrant Eastbourne community. For more details on how to sponsor and how your partnership 

can benefit your business and our students, see our Performing Arts Sponsorship Guide 

(attached), or email: lhamblin@sdlt.org.uk.  

 

Finally, as we step into a new year, let’s embrace every challenge as an opportunity and every 

success as a stepping stone to even greater achievements. Together, we can make 2026 a year of 

growth, inspiration, and pride for all our learners. I’m excited to see what lies ahead across our family 

of school, a year where we truly live our motto and #AchieveSuccessTogether. 

 

With my very best wishes, 

 

 

 

Paul Murphy  

Executive Headteacher

https://royalhippodrome.com/event/ratton-school-the-addams-family/
mailto:lhamblin@sdlt.org.uk


 

 


