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Executive Headteacher Bulletin - Academic Year 2025-26
Term 4 2026

End February 2026 (to date)
Dear Parents/Carers of SDLT,

Term 3 Reflection & Looking Ahead!

As we begin a new term, | want to take a moment to look back on the fantastic achievements across
our schools last term and to thank everyone - staff, students, and families - for making our SDLT
community such a vibrant and inspiring place to learn.

Last term was filled with opportunities that truly showcased our shared vision of inclusion,
aspiration, excellence and collaboration.

With ‘inclusion’ being a pertinent theme across our trust this year, we invite our community to read
our, newly released this term, school #Blogs that each explore this theme and what inclusion means
to our students and wider community. #Blog links below.

WATCH THIS SPACE for our #Podcast series across the trust, embedding this theme further,
coming during Term 6!

Ratton School: Ratton Blog Inclusion-at-the-heart-of-our-community-a-ratton-school-sdit-
blog/

Ocklynge Junior School: https://rattonschooleastbourne.wordpress.com/2026/02/24/what-
inclusion-really-means-at-ocklynge-junior-school-a-sdlt-blog/

At Ocklynge, pupils embraced a huge range of rich and meaningful experiences:

o World Book Day brought excitement, creativity and a love of stories into every classroom.

e Year 3 developed their independence and resilience through the Market Garden as part of the
Life Skills curriculum, while Year 5 enjoyed hands-on outdoor learning at Forest School.

e Year 6 approached their SATs preparation with real maturity through their PiXL practice
papers.

o #TeamOcklynge represented the school brilliantly in the Cross-Country Area Finals — a
moment of pride for us all.

e The Ocklynge Parliament visited the Houses of Parliament, deepening their understanding of
democracy in a powerful and memorable way.

o We also saw wonderful collaboration across the trust in events such as the #TeamOcklynge
‘Ock Cup’ for local Year 6 learners - supported by Ratton’s Year 9 Sports Leaders, as well as
the QuickSticks Hockey event held at The Saffrons.

e Year 4’s trip to Herstmonceux Science Centre once again brought learning alive and
reminded us how curiosity can spark lifelong enthusiasm.

At Ratton, our students also shone brightly:
e Holywell House achieved a remarkable hat-trick in the House Championship, showing true
#TeamRatton spirit.
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e The Austria ski trip was a huge success, with students representing the school impeccably —
a big thank you to the staff that supported during the last half term.

e Alumni student Amelia’s return to speak to our MFL learners, together with her featured
#Podcast, was an inspiring highlight, reminding our bilingual students what is possible
through hard work and aspiration.

e Our Year 9 students began their options journey, and both Year 10 and Year 11 engaged
positively with mock exams and GCSE preparation.

o Careers education continued to flourish, with a well-attended Year 9 and 10 Careers Fair. We
look forward to the East Sussex Schools Careers Fair being held this week.

o Ratton Student Leadership continues to grow, with new leaders stepping forward and Head
Boy/Head Girl elections set this week — we wish them good luck!

e Our Sports Leaders supported a range of local primary events, strengthening community
connections and giving younger children opportunities they may not otherwise have had.

o World Book Day event, as well as our varying Parents’ Evenings, further strengthened our
culture of connection, engagement and shared responsibility for each child’s success.

Across both schools, the sense of community, pride and ambition was clear. Every trip, every event,
every moment of success reflected the dedication of our staff and the enthusiasm of our pupils.

As we look ahead, | want to thank our staff for their continued passion, professionalism and care that
they all bring to our schools. I'm excited about what lies ahead and confident that, together, we will
continue to build on last term’s achievements and offer our young people the very best experiences
and opportunities.

Here’s to another positive, purposeful and inspiring rest of the term. Wishing our students and
families a wonderful Easter break, when it arrives, ready for a busy and fulfilling Term 5 ahead.

With my very best wishes,

Paul Murphy
Executive Headteacher
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