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April 2026
Dear Parents/Carers of South Downs Learning Trust,

Thank You and Welcome to our new Families

As we move into Term 5, | would like to thank you for your ongoing support and partnership with
South Downs Learning Trust. Whether your family is already firmly established within our community
at Ratton School or Ocklynge Junior School, or you are preparing to join us later this year, | hope this
bulletin offers both reassurance and a strong sense of belonging as we look ahead together.

Being part of the SDLT community brings with it many strengths. One of the aspects we are
particularly proud of is the continuity and shared journey experienced by so many of our families;
especially those whose children move from Ocklynge Junior School into Year 7 at Ratton School.
Seeing our learners continue their educational pathway within the trust is both a privilege and a
responsibility we take seriously. It speaks volumes that families choose to remain with us, and we are
hugely appreciative of the trust and confidence you place in our schools.

That said, welcoming new learners within our trust is equally a privilege and just as exciting.
Watching them flourish and align with our trust’s values and ethos, is something myself and the wider
team take great pleasure in and, this year, we are welcoming many new young people within the
SDLT - them and their families. Welcome! So - current or new - we have an exciting journey ahead
of us, throughout transition and beyond into the new school year ahead.

A Busy and Purposeful Period Ahead

The remainder of Term 5 and much of Term 6 promise to be busy and purposeful across both
schools. Alongside continued academic focus and achievement, there will be a wide range of
enrichment opportunities designed to support learners holistically - socially, emotionally and
personally — across both of our trust schools.

For our Year 6 children at Ocklynge, the coming weeks mark an important milestone. Learners will be
sitting their SATs papers, supported by familiar staff who know them well and who are committed to
ensuring they feel confident and well prepared. Alongside these assessments, Year 6 will enjoy a
number of celebratory and memorable experiences marking the end of their time at Ocklynge,
including: Sports Day, the ever competitive ‘Class Tug-of-War’ event, their residential trip, and of
course the much-anticipated end-of-year leavers summer party. These moments are an important
part of recognising achievement, growth and friendships formed along the way.

At Ratton School, our Year 11 students are entering a significant phase as they begin their GCSE
examinations. This period reflects many years of hard work and dedication, again, supported by our
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experienced staff team who will continue to guide, encourage and reassure students throughout the
exam series and into the summer. Later in the year, students will receive their results, ready to take
confident next steps into further education, training or employment pathways. We are behind them
all the way, good luck Year 11.

Across other year groups, there is much to look forward to. Annual Sports Days, the Year 8 camp,
and the ever-popular ‘Enrichment Activity Week’ in Term 6, these provide valuable opportunities for
teamwork, resilience, creativity and enjoyment beyond the classroom. | am also delighted to share a
new addition this year, Ratton School's Performing Arts department will be leading participation in
Eastbourne’s popular Eastbourne Carnival, joined by some of our Ocklynge children and families.
This shared community event is a wonderful example of how our schools come together to celebrate
talent, creativity and local connection.

Inclusion, Belonging and Community

These events and experiences demonstrate the strength of our trust community and our ongoing
commitment to inclusion and belonging. Across SDLT, we strive to ensure that every learner feels
valued, supported and proud to be part of their school. By offering a broad range of academic,
extracurricular and community-focused opportunities, we help our young people develop confidence,
character and a strong sense of identity.

For families joining us in September 2026, please be reassured that transition and induction are
carefully planned, with wellbeing and familiarity at the centre. For current families, our focus remains
on providing continuity, high expectations and meaningful experiences as learners move through
each stage of their education.

Thank you once again for your continued support and for working so positively alongside us.
Together, we are building schools where children feel they belong, where they are encouraged to
strive for their best, and where community truly matters.

We look ahead to the coming weeks with optimism and excitement as we continue Achieving
Success Together, with inclusion and belonging at the heart of everything we do. Here’s to a
positive and purposeful rest of Term 5!

With my very best wishes,

Paul Murphy
Executive Headteache
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